
Licenses granted in 1839–1840 
 
GRG45/13 Register of publican's and other licences 
Description 
The fourth Act passed in Council at Glenelg on 2 February 1837 was 'An Act for the granting of Licenses, the regulating the sale of 
Wine, Beer, and Spirituous Liquors, for the Prevention of Drunkenness, and the Promotion of Good Order in Public Houses.' 
 
Under this Act, a person who sold more than five imperial gallons of liquor required a general publican's licence at a cost of 25 pounds 
per year. The 1837 Act also contained a provision to charge 50 pounds for a licence. Licensees agitated to amend the proposed liquor 
licensing laws on the grounds of unfair duties imposed on spirits, wine, and tobacco and for cheaper licences. In December 1838 it 
was announced that the Queen, with the advice of Her Privy Council, had disallowed the Act. 
 
In 1839 was an amended version of the 1837 Act, which provided for a reduced annual fee, was enacted. The legislation allowed for 
three classes of licence, namely: A General Publican's Licence, A Wine, Ale, Beer and other Malt Liquors Licence and a Storekeeper's 
Licence that allowed the holder to sell wine, spirits and other fermented liquor in minimum quantities and for consumption off the 
premises. 
 
Pursuant to the 1839 Act a publican was required to 'keep his name at length and the words Dealer in Wines and Spirits legibly printed 
in letters not less than three inches in length on some conspicuous part of his licensed house; Have a lamp containing at least two 
burners 7 to 10 feet from the ground, well cleaned and trimmed, alight from sunset to sunrise, throughout the year; and Receive the 
traveller and his horse, or the horse of a traveller not becoming a guest at the house, or any corpse which might be brought to the 
public house for the purpose of a Coroners Inquest'. 
 
Public houses were licensed on application at a licensing meeting, usually a bench of a magistrate and several honorary members. 
The role of the bench of magistrates was to assess the application of a prospective licensee and to grant, renew, transfer or refuse a 
licence. The Colonial Treasurer actually issued the licence on payment of the prescribed fee. 
 
[From State Records SA Research Guide for GRG45/13]






























