
Indicative number of ‘pubs’ in the City of Adelaide, 1837–1987
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Estimated number of publicans' licenses [Source: “Beer Adelaide” website, after J L “Bob” Hoad, Hotels and Publicans of South Australia, 1992] 
Contemporary reported number of public houses in Adelaide 
a: Statistical Register of South Australia, 1850–1858; b: Parliament of South Australia, Papers..., 1871, No 64, "Public Houses in the City of Adelaide"; c: Parliament of South Australia, Papers..., 1872, No 219, "Licences 
issued in Adelaide"; d: Christian Colonist, 9 August 1889, p.2; e: Smilie, J, Descriptive Australia and federal guide, Adelaide, 1890 (epub edition); f: "Voting Paper, Local Option District of Adelaide", Register, 17 February 
1906, p.8; g: Parliament of South Australia, Papers..., 1908, No 87, "Particulars Re Local Option Districts", p.2; h: Express & Telegraph, 4 May 1909, p.1; i: Journal, 28 October 1920; j: Estimated after loss of 11 public 
houses following the inquiry into the redundancy of houses as reported in, eg, Advertiser, 1 March 1921, p.9; k: Sport, 22 August 1929, p.4 
(Rough) estimated population per publican's license in Adelaide [Source: Statistical Register..., Census(es) of South Australia]; the blue line is the trend

(a)

(b) (c) (d)
(e)

(i)

(k)

(f) (g) (h)

(j)

0

57

114

171

229

286

343

400

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
pe

r 
pu

bl
ic

an
s' 

lic
en

se
, A

de
la

id
e


