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The what, when, who, how and why of the Kent Town

* A social history of the Kent Town Hotel from the perspective of (inferred)
decisions made by publicans, patrons and many others over the 169 year history
of the pub

* Kent Town and its development: the pub’s location, the pub’s patrons

* The foundation and early years of the Kent Town Hotel

* The pub’s owners, leasees, licensees and staff

* The Kent Town pub in the community: social events, civics, politics and sports

* The architecture of the pub, its public and private spaces

* Not the simple story of the pub; not chronological

* No ghosts, no secret tunnels, just one known attempted murder, average
eccentrics, usual publicans’ misdemeanours, a reputedly bearded barmaid...

e Challenge stereotypes
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* A social history of the Kent Town Hotel from the perspective of (inferred)
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The Kent Town Hotel: executive summary

*In May-June 1854 William Henry Sims purchased 4 allotments in the new
subdivision of Kent Town and and ‘built’ the Kent Town Hotel on Lot 155 in mid-
to late-1855

* The Kent Town Hotel was ‘licensed’ and opened in March 1856

e ...and has remained continuously licensed...

e ...and open for business more or less since (pandemics and wars excepted)

* The Kent Town Hotel is the oldest surviving business in Kent Town
e ... and probably the oldest building

* Over its 169 years, the pub has been at the centre of a Kent Town that has
changed from a semi-rural village to one of the most densely populated
townships

* The pub has survived...
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Development of Kent Town
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Development of Kent Town
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Development of Kent Town
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GRELEN’S
KENT TOWN LAND SALE.

24th May. 'THURSDAY.  AMay 24th.
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY.
Twelve clock. GUNFIRE. Pclock Twelve.
EXCHANGE ROOM.

COLLINGWOOD and MELBOURNE
Are almost identical, and the value of many portions
of the former ranks cqually high with that of the
latter, and they are equally well adapted for
BUSINESS or RESIDENCE.
What Collingwood is to Melbourne,
KENT TOWN
will be to ADELAID E—the extension
of the CITY and the resort of its inhabitants,
KEN'l;h TOWN
e
COLLINGWOOD of ADELAIDE,

15 well known as Dr. Kent’s Section, immediately
adjacent to. aud opposite the eastern end of Rundle-
street, and is bounded respectively by
the NORTH-EASTERN-ROAD, the
PARK LANDS,
and the INCORPORATED TOWNS of
KENSINGTION and NORWQOD.
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© GREEN'S
KENT TOWN LAND SALE.

24th Mlay. @ THURSDAY. May 24th.
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY.
Twelve Oclock. GUNFIRE. Pclock Twelve.
EXCHANGE ROOM.

COLLINGWOOD and MELBOURNE
Are almost identical, and the value of many portions
of the former ranks cqually high with that of the
latter, and they are equally well adapted for
BUSINESS or RESIDENCE.
What Collingwood is to Melbourne,
KENT TOWN
will be to ADELAID E—the extension
of the CITY and the resort of its inhabitants,
KENT TOWN
the
COLLINGWOOD of ADELAIDE,
15 well known as Dr. Kent’s Section, immediately
adjacent to. aud opposite the eastern end of Rundle-
street, and is bounded respeciively by
the NORTH-EASTERN-ROAD, the

PARK LANDS

e “the Collingwood of Adelaide”
* “the extension of the city and the resort of

its inhabitants...adjacent to the eastern end
of Rundle Street...intervening between
Adelaide and the Townships of Kensington
and Norwood”
e 332 allotments (eventually 3982)
* Mostly quarter acre blocks
* Major roads and corner blocks excepted
e High density (high profit2)
* “adapts itself well to the wants of all
classes...Business or Residence”
* Modest houses, small business, not farms
* Location, location, location, soil and water



Development of Kent Town
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The people of Kent Town (census 1871)

* Population 1117 Education

 Females 609 (54.5%) <+ Read & Write 859 (76.9%)

* Married 379 (33.9%)  Females 468 (54.5%)

* Over 12yo 728 (65.2%) <+ Read only 51 (4.6%)
e Cannot read 203 (18.2%

* Houses/households 225  « Unspecified 2( (0.2%;

* Religion: Birthplace:

* Anglican 383 (34.3%) ¢ South Australia 578 (51.7%)

* Wesleyan 244 (21.9%) e Britain 244 (43.2%)

e Lutheran . 70 (6.3%




Occupations of the people of Kent Town (census 1871)

Tapre VI.—SuMMARY by MuxterpArrTres: Showing the OcCUPATIONS of the PERsONS in each MuxrctpAriTy and Drstrrer CouNceIr (continued).
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Kensington and Norwood.
TorAL KENSINGTON AND
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VI.—SuMMARY by MUNICIPALITIES: Showing the OccuPATIONS Of th - Pommases

Norwood Ward Wes

& =
Crass I.— Government : Persons engaged in the General and Local Government of the Province—
Sub-Class 1. Officers of General Government—Judges, Heads of Departments, Clerks, &ec. 15 14
- 9. Officers of Local Government—Corporations, District Councils, KO T loleres 1 1
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L 9. Church Officers—Vergers, Sextons, &c. ...vvviivvivisrierreinnnnenes — —-
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Masons, bricklayers etc
Blacksmiths, whitesmiths etc
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Occupations of the people of Kent Town (census 187

'e anl. Aleravrasmlrrme and NMrambvram Oarrvarr. feontinited ).
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The patrons of the Kent Town Hotel
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The patrons of Kent Town Hotel

e Difficult to characterising real patrons

* Can only identify a low number
e Sources suffer from an inherent bias

e Charlotte Fell, (domestic servant2, Kent Town Hotel), c.1865

* Frederick Hales (wood turner/land broker/councillor, College Road), May 1875

* Frederick Reid (accountant/embezzler?, Kent Town), May 1875
* John Onsworthy (coachbuilder, Kent Town), May 1875

* Henry Dew (baker/councillor, Rundle Street Kent Town), 1878

* Annie Etheridge (‘home duties’, Kensington), Sept 1943

* John Reginald Bellman (packer/builders’ labourer, Lt Rundle Street), Sept 1943
* Donald Campbell (labourer, Rundle Street Kent Town), 1946 '
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The patrons of Kent Town Hotel

e Difficult to characterising real patrons

* Can only identify a low number
e Sources suffer from an inherent bias

e Charlotte Fell, (domestic servant2, Kent Town Hotel), c.1865

* Frederick Hales (wood turner/land broker/councillor, College Road), May 1875

* Frederick Reid (accountant/embezzler?, Kent Town), May 1875
* John Onsworthy (coachbuilder, Kent Town), May 1875

* Henry Dew (baker/councillor, Rundle Street Kent Town), 1878

* Annie Etheridge (‘home duties’, Kensington), Sept 1943

* John Reginald Bellman (packer/builders’ labourer, Lt Rundle Street), Sept 1943
* Donald Campbell (labourer, Rundle Street Kent Town), 1946 '



The patrons of Kent Town Hotel

* Professionals, skilled wage-earners, shop-keepers
* Not (semi-)industrial “working class”
* Upper/aspirational ‘working class’/lower-middle class
* Consistent with occupational profile of Kent Town population...
o ...except few domestic or general servants
* Mostly local residents, not transients

* Consistent with other lists of “Kent Town residents” eg sports clubs, lodges etc

e Comparison with nearby pubs: the Kentish Arms and the Royal Hotel
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