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Kent Town, the Kent Town Hotel and Local Options

•Local option polls 
•Licensing Act 1891 
•Plebicites to determine the number of 

licenses granted in an electoral district 
•Local option poll in East Torrens, 1907 

•Reduction in number from 30 to 20 
•Results for Kent Town 
•Evidence at Special Licensing Bench 

•Ten hotels ‘delicensed’ 
•…including the Kentish Arms 
•5 licensed by women
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Britannia Inn (1850– ; c.1870)

The pubs of 
Kent Town 

and 
West Norwood



≈0
.5
km

≈1
km

The Old Colonist (1851– ; c.1909)
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Stag Inn (1849–, c.1866)
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The first pub in Kent Town



[GRO 255 of 1854]

The first pub in Kent Town

Kentish Arms [Tavern], c.1865 [NSPP collection]



The foundation of the Kent Town Hotel 

Indenture, Ayers and Robin to W H Sims, 7 February 1855 [LSG, Application 27288/5]



William Henry and Ann Sims

Detail from 
“Conditions of Sale…”, June 1854 

[SLSA BRG 73/1/239/16]

•William Henry Sims, 1816?–1865; 
Ann Sims (Collins?), 1828?–1916 
•Origins obscure, possibly Tasmania 
•Colonial Boarding House, June1849 

•Purchased four allotments inc Lot 155, 
May–June 1854 
•Financing? 
•What to build: boarding house? pub? 

•(Wholesale) butcher; Grenfell Street 
June 1854 (until death in 1865)
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William Henry and Ann Sims

Detail from 
“Conditions of Sale…”, June 1854 
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Ann Sims (Collins?), 1828?–1916 
•Origins obscure, possibly Tasmania 
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William Henry and Ann Sims

•Built July 1855–Jan(?)1856 
•[Two-storied] stone building….11 rooms 
•Pub? “Hotel”? 

•Unsuccessful applications for licenses 
•Sept & Dec 1855 (viz Kentish Arms) 
•William McLean? “Kent Hotel”‽ 

•Insolvent licensed victualler? 
•…carpenter/builder? 

•Publican’s General License granted to 
W H Sims, 12 March 1856 
•Leased to J Chittleborough from 25 March 

•Kent Town Hotel opened March 1856
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William Henry and (mostly) Ann Sims

• The Kent Town Hotel as an investment property 
•No Sims were licensees for longer than 3 months 
•Owned ≥9 other properties by 1880s 

•W H Sims died 13 December1865 
•Ann Sims died December 1916; estate est £5150
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The owners of the Kent Town Hotel 
(and others)



Owners, 1856–1972

•4 owners (excuding executors/trustees) 
•Tenure of ownership from 124 (10½ years) to 612 months (51 years!) 
•2 owners male; about 30% of tenure of ownership 

•W H Sims; Gilbert Edwin Johns  
•Both licensees but only Johns a ‘career’ publican 

•2 women; about 70% of the total tenure of ownership 
•Ann Sims; Annie Louisa Johns (neé Cornelius) 
•Inherited the properties/pub from their husbands… 
•…“for her sole and separate use” 
•Both retained property until their deaths  
•Neither licensed the pub themselves 
•Neither willed the pub specifically to their children 

•Income through eventual capital gain; mostly through on-going rents from leases 
•Owners generally leased the pub directly to (potential) eligible licensees

“Gill” Johns, 
(1923–1938)
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LSG Memorial 11/110, 
W H Sims and James Chittleborough, 
11 April 1856
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LSG Memorial 157/449, SA Brewing Company and Samuel O’Hara, 3 September 1903



E T Smith at 30 [c.1861]

E T Smith and SABCo, 1871–1926+
•SABCo never owned the Kent Town Hotel 

•Edwin Thomas Smith (brewer, “Logue’s” brewery) 
•Leased the Kent Town Hotel from April 1871 

   to April 1894: 276 months (19.7%) 
•SAMBW&S/SA Brewing Company 

•April 1894 to May 1926: 385 months (27.5%) 
•Combined: 47.2% of total tenure, 1856–1972 

•A E & F Tolley’s 
•Funded/mortgaged leases 

•Breweries and pubs 
•Restrictive trade; retail price fixing 
•Stability, financial control, funding, advocacy
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