
Publicans of the Kent Town Hotel 

(Overview) 

James Chittlelborough 
Thomas Born  

‘Mena’ Cooling  



Licensees, 1856–
•For 1856–now: 49 licensees 

•17 companies (all since 1972) 

•For 1856–1972: 24 individual licensees 
•Tenure ranged from 1 to 182 months  
•Average tenure: 52 months (4½ years) 

•StDev, 54 months; high variability  
•One woman (Mary Cooling, 1942–1948) 

•5% of the total publicans’ tenure 
•Many roles of women in pubs 

•Who were the publicans? 
•No underlying “factors”, no clear pattern 
•“Selection” near random? Advertising? 
•On-going research ☺
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Publicans of the Kent Town Hotel
SIMS William Henry 
CHITTLEBOROUGH James 
SIMS William Henry 
MOORE Joseph (Andrew) 
SIMS William Henry 
EWART Rownson 
LEAVER William 
SAVAGE William Frederick 
JACOBY Daniel 
BORN Thomas 
SIMMS Charles 
PINCHBECK Alfred 
OPIE Joseph  
BERKHOLZ Alexander Herman 
O'HARA Samuel J 
CLARKE Frederick (“Fred”) 
PINCHBECK James {“Jim”) 
WHITE William H.  
JOHNS Gilbert (“Gil”) Edwin 
COOLING Charles Maurice 
COOLING Mary Philomena 
CORNELIUS Harold Reginald Richard 
CORNELIUS Lance Finn 
SCOTT Donald Thomas and Mary Elizabeth and Percy Thomas 
SCOTT Donald Thomas and Mary Elizabeth

SCOTT Donald Thomas and ROGERS (formerly SCOTT) Mrs. Mary Elizabeth 
SCOTT Donald Thomas 

CLIFFORD John De Sales and Susanne Mary 
HATHERLY HOTELS PTY LTD Pty Ltd 
HATHERLY HOTELS PTY LTD Pty Ltd (2) 
RYAN Philip James and Joan Antoinette 
NORIS Claude and Maria 
FAGIN PTY LTD 
NORIS Claude and Maria 
R. J. TREMAINE INVESTMENTS Pty Ltd/RON TREMAINE & ASSOCS PTY LTD 
KENT TOWN HOTEL PTY LTD 
WORLINGTON PTY LTD (trustees as landlord of premises) 
C & J PATERSON HOLDINGS PTY LTD (RECEIVERS) 
ONA LATAC PTY LTD 
TARGA BAY PTY LTD 
SAMOVER PTY LTD 
KTH TRADING PTY LTD 
RON CUNNINGHAM HOLDINGS PTY LTD 
THE TAPP INN PTY LTD 
THE PUB TAP INVESTMENTS PTY LTD 
JOHN RONALD & DAVID WILLIAM KIDMAN 
PLAYING THROUGHOUT PTY LTD 
THE TAP INN PTY LTD 
KENT TOWN HOTEL PTY LTD



James Chittleborough

•First ‘genuine’ publican of Kent Town 
pub: 13 June 1856–Dec 1860 (54 months) 

•Leased pub from 25 March 1856 
•Probably left pub in July 1860 

•James Chittleborough Jr (1832—1918) 
•Son of James and Maria Chittleborough 

•HMS Buffalo immigrants, publican, farmer 
•Victorian gold fields, 1851–1854? 
•Jas Snr d. Oct 1853; estate to Jas Jr 
•m. Priscilla Revern, 24 March 1855  
•Hand and Heart Inn (Prospect), June 1855

James Chittleborough at 21 [c.1853‽] 



James and Priscilla Chittleborough

•Licensee of Kent Town Hotel 
•1856–1860 (54 months) 

•Established the Kent Town Hotel as a 
pub(?) in the community 

•Snowy Mountains gold diggings, 1859(?)–
July 1860 
•“Hostess” Priscilla Chittleborough 

•Wallaroo, 1860 
•Halfway House, "Wallaroo Road”, 1861– 
•Hampshire Hotel, 1863 
•Cumberland Hotel, 1863–1865…
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James Chittleborough

•Licensed Victuallers’ Association 
•Secretary, October(?)1873–1900 
•[Liquor] Trade Defence League, 1890 
•Life Honorary Member, 1905 

•Cricket, player and administrator 
•Founding member “Universal” CC, 1858 

•Kent Town cricket ground 
•Played for various clubs into old age 
•(Life) member and office-holder of SACA 

•Opposed more elitist rules (eg Oct 1874)James Chittleborough in c.1883 James Chittleborough in c.1890
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Thomas Born

•Longest serving licensee (≅182 months) 

•Thomas Born (1842?—1916) 
•Son of John and Eliza Born 

•Licensed 5 pubs, 1849–1873 
•Crown Inn, Victor Harbour, 1870–1873 
•m. Eleanor Cockburn,  June 1871 
•Two pubs after Kent Town, 1890–1896 

•Leased Kent Town Hotel 
•March 1874–May 1889, 3x5 years  
•Close association with E T Smith 

•Temperance in Kent Town
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Thomas Born
•More or less “unremarkable” tenure 

•Charged with gambling on premises, 1875 
•Sunday trading, 1878, [1892, test case] 
•Counterfeit Krug champagne, 1882 

•Born active member of community 
•Political: alignment with E T Smith? 

•Councillor, 1879–1881 
•Supporter of eg Glyde, Smith, Baker  

•Conservatives 
•Member of the Licensed Victuallers’ 

Association from March 1874 
•Member of the Duke of Kent Lodge 
•Kent Town Cricket Club, Kent Town Football 

Club, horse racing, etc etc
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Mary Philomena Cooling
•Kent Town Hotel’s only female licensee 

•“Inherited” lease from her husband 
•January 1941–February 1948 
•Elizabeth Whelan, manager (1941?–1947)?? 

•Mary (“Mena”) Ryan (1890?—1959) 
•Daughter of Patrick and Alice Ryan 

•Vintage Shades, Oriental Hotel 
•m. Charles Cooling (Stepney),  April 1917 

•From c.1920, ≅6 pubs, inc 2 in Sydney and 
KTH, (1938–1941d); Swan Brewery 

•Another “unremarkable” tenure 
•Minor misdemeanours only 
•Reapplication in 1948 “struck out”

“Mena” Cooling (‽), c.1940(?) 



Staff of the Kent Town Hotel 

Harry Mayes 
Ann Corrigan  

Lilly Riley  



The barmen, barmaids and other staff

•Low number; inherent bias of sources 

•Harry Mayse, barman 1901 
•Nothing else known 

•Ann Corrigan, general servant, 1857 
•Assisted migrant; prob. arr. in 1855 
ex Liverpool, “domestic servant” 

•Convicted of stealing from a lodger, 
November 1857 

•James Chittleborough’s testimony 
•Nothing else known
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Barmaid(s)

•Registration of barmaids, 1908–1909 

•Lillian (“Lilly”) Riley, barmaid, (1908) 
•Applied 21 January 1909: “five years in 

that capacity”; police report 27 January 
1909: “whole of year of 1908”; 
application approved: early March 1909 

•Possibly… 
•Born 2 January 1876, Nth Adelaide; died 

1922, Melbourne 
•Daughter of Daniel Reilly (Riley) and  Mary 

Ann (née Burfitt) 
•Publicans, 4 hotels 

•No other details 
•Few barmaids employed within 10 years
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