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The building of the Kent Town Hotel

Sketch book, Engineering and Water Supply Department, Book 24, Kent Town, ¢c.1886 [SRSA GRG53/266/24]
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Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1855-56

* From c.July 1855

* Two-storey stone structure
e Simple ‘footprint’ (boarding house?)
* Architect unknown; William MclLean?

* - c.January/February 1856

* Licensing Bench of 1854: need and
accommodations vs market forces

e December 1855: “...three additional

bedrooms, 12 foot by 12 foot and ten
feet in height” [Upstairs]
* Large meeting room [Downstairs]

 Assessment, 1857-58

* 11 rooms, outhouses, stable and yard;
rated value £110
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Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1871-72

* April 1871: E T Smith lease

o “ .to erect and build a good and
substantial Billiard room on the western
side of the said Inn...”

* May 1871-by June 1872

 Tender for alterations and additions
* Not rebuilding

 Billiard Room and internal changes
e Architects: Daniel Garlick

e Contractor: Charles Lidbury
* February 1872

e Tender for erection of verandah
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Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1871-72

ENDERS will be received until

noon of Thursday, 25th, for MAKING
ALTERATIONS and BUILDING ADDI.
TIONS to the KENT TOWN HOTIEL.

Plans, &o., may be seen at the office of the

undersigned.

Neither the lowest nor any tender neces-
sarily accepted.
D. GARLICK, Architect,

. Register Chambers.
Adelaide, May 17, 1871. fmw3

A ——— . M

g

o April 1871: E T Smith lease

o “ .to erect and build a good and
substantial Billiard room on the western
side of the said Inn...”

* May 1871-by June 1872

 Tender for alterations and additions
* Not rebuilding

 Billiard Room and internal changes
e Architects: Daniel Garlick

e Contractor: Charles Lidbury
* February 1872

e Tender for erection of verandah



Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1871-72

* April 1871: E T Smith lease

o “ .to erect and build a good and
substantial Billiard room on the western
side of the said Inn...”

* May 1871-by June 1872

 Tender for alterations and additions
* Not rebuilding

 Billiard Room and internal changes
e Architects: Daniel Garlick

e Contractor: Charles Lidbury
* February 1872

e Tender for erection of verandah




Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1871-72

e o April 1871: E T Smith lease

o “ .to erect and build a good and
substantial Billiard room on the western
side of the said Inn...”

* May 1871-by June 1872

Tender for alterations and additions
Not rebuilding

Billiard Room and internal changes
Architects: Daniel Garlick

------ e Contractor: Charles Lidbury
e February 1872

e Tender for erection of verandah




The Kent Town Hotel: 1882

0 BUILDI RS.—TEND®RS will be
received at the office of the undersigned until
rocn of Wednesday, 22nd February, for Bailding
ADDITIONS and mﬂun ALTERATIONS to the
KENT TOWN HUTEL, Kem Town.
Plaus, &c¢., at our office.
No tender ncccwanly accepted.
ENGLISH and SOWARD,. Architects.
Eainard Chambers, Carrie-street, Adelaide.
4%0wes3
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The Kent Town Hotel: 1882
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The Kent Town Hotel: 1882

OUR HOTELS.

By Sysrax, -
There is, pethaps,  no class of the
trading community that can, as a

body, show.more mercantile respect- |

ability' and integrity, or who contribute
‘more to the general revenue of the
colony, than the licenced victuallers.
Ever ready to nd and assist, they are
generally as a rule to the fm-e in all
charitable promotions, and ever read{
to cater ior the amusement of all

classes. Keenly alive ‘to keep well
-with the public, they must keep pace
in the race for advancement,

il b the a&most
at uildings and expenditure
?ncnrred by the pubu - of the present

da |
%’oremoat in tha class we have above |

alluded to is the re-erected hostelry
belonging ' to
Town Hotel situated at the corner of

Rundle” otreot -and Collége ;oal:l -,_
of the|
site, its. immediate vicinity with the |
Park Landn and bom on the direct |

,ntmd mﬂ |

Setting aside the salubriety

line nf

advan for thone }

who prefer air ihd’ ‘if ﬂ“ %fl

to'the elosely -'gleked ‘ho
upcohunj

my“ m.w
within &' fov'lmmutet’ "
ndg Oh‘ll Bl of resast, whether [

Egd: lﬁov:ogld be ﬁfméﬁm ﬁhsll;lt;: |

P R § 6T

ost Born, the Kent|

4

| :tectnrul display,
‘substantial, -
‘more , attention having been  paid to|
the atrangements inside than to ex-
terior embellishment.

v,
| ::n?l .pu lic parlor, large |

, and smaller one oining, for.

The proprietress, Mrs. Sims, alive to
the requirements of the day, has,
under e auspices of Messrs English
and Soward, erected the present

| house much larger and with more

internal comfort than the old one.
Without lay m% any claim to archi-
tie'at once a plam,
.commodious - building,

Over the bar
entrance is a full and richly moulded

nomenclative entablature, and the two

fronts will be screened by a lofty
verandah - with: patent iron columns
and ornamental brackets.

The rez-de-chaussee’ comprises . the
bar , family rooms, and a large public
dimng room, adjoining which is the
scullery and other onhnary offices, and
servants*’ bedroomn, &c. Entenhg
through' the private entrance out of
R\md 0. Street, we  pass through =

.the right of which is a
billiard
amokorn " Ascending a wide stair-case
bath-room, ' and seven bed-rooms.
The w.hole are lofty, well lighted, and
and ventilated
pletely re-furnished thronfhont in the
most ap proved modern s

e up r floor at the rear a
lnrge meetmg all has been built for
the Duke of Kent Lodge. ' From the
designs shown us, we can confidently

we reach a good-sized’ dmmng-mom,'

, and are to be com-

—v - v — —- i Y T ———— T S ——— N — -J

sert that 1t will be the most finished
‘its kind in the suburbs. The di-

?menslons are good, and the walls and |

cornices richlymoualded and decorated,

whilst the curved ceiling will be orna- |
mented with two large floral centre-|

pieces. Beneath the .bar and dining

‘room is the wine and beer cellar, suffi-
ciently extensive for all requirements. |

‘Although noti et begun, itis intended |
t

buildings suitable for an extensive
livery establuhment, and we have no

old Raceconrse the acglommodahon

to erect an eight-stall stable and loose |
boxes, with hay-loft over, and all other |

doubt, from the easy distance to the |

thus offered mll be readi

ily availed of
by the racing fraternity. =~




The Kent Town Hotel, c¢. 1902 [Private collection]
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Archltectural plan of the Kent Town Hotel 1908 (1959) [SRSA GRG67/34/237]
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The Kent Town Hotel, c.1922 [NSPP collection]
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The Kent Town Hotel, c.1922 [NSPP collection]




Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1900-1970s

* From 1880s:

* Periodic upgrades, painting etc
e 1904: “thoroughly renovated” (minor)

¢ 1920-30s

e 1925: Balcony erected

e ¢.1930: hard halftennis court
 “Beer garden”

e 1970-90s

* “Dunstan years”: liberalisation of drinking
laws; “disposable” income, etc

e Pokies (1994)
* Beginnings of the “gastro-pub”

» Addition of bistro/dining area/kitchen/
Gazebo
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Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1900-1970s

* From 1880s:

* Periodic upgrades, painting etc
e 1904: “thoroughly renovated” (minor)

¢ 1920-30s

e 1925: Balcony erected
e ¢.1930: hard halftennis court

 “Beer garden”

e 1970-90s

* “Dunstan years”: liberalisation of drinking
laws; “disposable” income, etc

e Pokies (1994)
* Beginnings of the “gastro-pub”

» Addition of bistro/dining area/kitchen/
Gazebo
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Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1900-1970s
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Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1900-1970s

* From 1880s:

* Periodic upgrades, painting etc
e 1904: “thoroughly renovated” (minor)

¢ 1920-30s

e 1925: Balcony erected

e ¢.1930: hard halftennis court
 “Beer garden”

e 1970-90s

* “Dunstan years”: liberalisation of drinking
laws; “disposable” income, etc

e Pokies (1994)
* Beginnings of the “gastro-pub”

» Addition of bistro/dining area/kitchen/
Gazebo
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The Kent Town ‘theme’ pub: 2000s
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...and the phoenix rises again: 2019+




...and the phoenix rises again
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