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The building of the Kent Town Hotel 

Probably have some of this wrong!



Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1855-56

• From c.July 1855	  
• Two-storey stone structure 
• Simple ‘footprint’ (boarding house?)	  
• Architect unknown; William McLean? 

• – c.January/February 1856	  
• Licensing Bench of 1854: need and 
accommodations vs market forces 

• December 1855: “…three additional 
bedrooms, 12 foot by 12 foot and ten 
feet in height” [Upstairs] 

• Large meeting room [Downstairs] 
• Assessment, 1857-58	  

•11 rooms, outhouses, stable and yard; 
rated value £110
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Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1871–72
•  April 1871: E T Smith lease	  

• “…to erect and build a good and 
substantial Billiard room on the western 
side of the said Inn…” 

• May 1871–by June 1872	  
• Tender for alterations and additions 
•  Not rebuilding 
• Billiard Room and internal changes 
• Architects: Daniel Garlick 
• Contractor: Charles Lidbury 

• February 1872	  
• Tender for erection of verandah
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The Kent Town Hotel: 1882



The Kent Town Hotel: 1882

?



The Kent Town Hotel: 1882



The Kent Town Hotel, c.1902 [Private collection]



Architectural plan of the Kent Town Hotel , 1908–(1959) [SRSA GRG67/34/237]  



Architectural plan of the Kent Town Hotel , 1908–(1959) [SRSA GRG67/34/237]  
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Architectural plan of the Kent Town Hotel , 1908–(1959) [SRSA GRG67/34/237]  
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Re-building the Kent Town Hotel: 1882?

The Kent Town Hotel, c.1922 [NSPP collection]



Re-building the Kent Town Hotel: 1882?

The Kent Town Hotel, c.1922 [NSPP collection]



Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1900–1970s
•  From 1880s:	  

• Periodic upgrades, painting etc 
• 1904: “thoroughly renovated” (minor) 

• 1920–30s	  
• 1925: Balcony erected 
• c.1930: hard half-tennis court 
• “Beer garden” 

• 1970-90s	  
• “Dunstan years”: liberalisation of drinking 
laws; “disposable” income, etc 
• Pokies (1994) 
• Beginnings of the “gastro-pub” 
• Addition of bistro/dining area/kitchen/
Gazebo



Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1900–1970s
•  From 1880s:	  

• Periodic upgrades, painting etc 
• 1904: “thoroughly renovated” (minor) 

• 1920–30s	  
• 1925: Balcony erected 
• c.1930: hard half-tennis court 
• “Beer garden” 

• 1970-90s	  
• “Dunstan years”: liberalisation of drinking 
laws; “disposable” income, etc 
• Pokies (1994) 
• Beginnings of the “gastro-pub” 
• Addition of bistro/dining area/kitchen/
Gazebo



Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1900–1970s
•  From 1880s:	  

• Periodic upgrades, painting etc 
• 1904: “thoroughly renovated” (minor) 

• 1920–30s	  
• 1925: Balcony erected 
• c.1930: hard half-tennis court 
• “Beer garden” 

• 1970-90s	  
• “Dunstan years”: liberalisation of drinking 
laws; “disposable” income, etc 
• Pokies (1994) 
• Beginnings of the “gastro-pub” 
• Addition of bistro/dining area/kitchen/
Gazebo



Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1900–1970s
•  From 1880s:	  

• Periodic upgrades, painting etc 
• 1904: “thoroughly renovated” (minor) 

• 1920–30s	  
• 1925: Balcony erected 
• c.1930: hard half-tennis court 
• “Beer garden” 

• 1970-90s	  
• “Dunstan years”: liberalisation of drinking 
laws; “disposable” income, etc 
• Pokies (1994) 
• Beginnings of the “gastro-pub” 
• Addition of bistro/dining area/kitchen/
Gazebo



Building the Kent Town Hotel: 1900–1970s
•  From 1880s:	  

• Periodic upgrades, painting etc 
• 1904: “thoroughly renovated” (minor) 

• 1920–30s	  
• 1925: Balcony erected 
• c.1930: hard half-tennis court 
• “Beer garden” 

• 1970-90s	  
• “Dunstan years”: liberalisation of drinking 
laws; “disposable” income, etc 
• Pokies (1994) 
• Beginnings of the “gastro-pub” 
• Addition of bistro/dining area/kitchen/
Gazebo

The Kent Town Hotel, c.1970 [NSPP collection]
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The Kent Town Hotel, c.1984 [SLSA B 44078; © State Library of SA]



The Kent Town Hotel, c.1994 [NSPP collection]



The Kent Town ‘theme’ pub: 2000s



Golf and gorillas 



…and the phoenix rises again: 2019+ 



…and the phoenix rises again: 2019+ 



Conclusion


